


Online Lecture Notes or Slides 
 
The Chicago Manual of Style does not offer a definitive way of citing files posted to online learning 
platforms like Moodle, but based on CMS guidelines, here is one way to cite them.  Try to include the 
following information: 
 

 name of author/speaker (usually your prof’s name) 

 “Title of Lecture or Slideshow” [File format or description] 

 Name of Course, followed by the phrase “Moodle course website at St. Thomas University” 

 date accessed 

 URL 
 

33Michael Comeau, “Canada’s International Obligations”  [PowerPoint presentation for 
January 8, 2014], HMRT 3113 Moodle course website at St. Thomas University, accessed 
February 6, 2014, https://moodle.stu.ca/course/view.php?id=331. 

 
Comeau, Michael. “Canada’s International Obligations”  [PowerPoint presentation for January 8, 

2014], HMRT 3113 Moodle course website at St. Thomas University. A



Email, Text Message, or Private Message 

Mention in notes only. Include the name of the speaker/sender if this is not mentioned in your running 
text. 
 

 2Heidi Butler, e-mail message to author, May 3, 2003. 
 3Facebook direct message to author, July 21, 2017. 

 

Public Social Media Posts 
 
Specific posts are mentioned in notes only. Don’t include in bibliography. 
 

 list the real author’s name (if known), followed by screen name in parentheses (if there is 
one) 

 the text of the post, up to first 160 characters 

 the name of the social media platform (e.g. Facebook, Instagram photo, Twitter) and 
description if relevant (e.g. photo, video) 

 date of post including month, day and year 

 URL 
 

19 Patrick Stewart, “I remember my first Frappuccino - Union Station, Los Angeles. 17 
years later and it still tastes like iced nectar,” Facebook, August 20, 2013, 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1000039719.23 Tm
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