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Third Age Centre
www.stu.ca/3rdage
The Third Age Centre, established at St. Thomas University in 1990, promotes study and 
field development on issues related to all aspects of life for people aged 50 years and more, 
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Irving Chair in Journalism
The Irving Chair in Journalism, a $1 million endowment of the Irving family, brings a 
distinguished journalist to campus for teaching and public lectures. Past chairs have 
been Patrick Martin, comment editor of The Globe and Mail, Jane Purves, former editor 
of The Chronicle Herald and Halifax Daily News, and Neil Reynolds, national affairs 
columnist for The Globe and Mail Report on Business. The endowment also sponsors a New 
Brunswick lecture series by the chair holder. In addition, Brunswick News has instituted a 
journalism internship and apprenticeship program and numerous second- and third-year 
students are employed during the summer at newspapers in New Brunswick.

Chair in Gerontology
St. Thomas University signified its commitment to the field of aging in 1982 when it con-
vened a national consultation on aging in contemporary society. Among the goals of the 
University’s national fundraising campaign, launched in the same year, was the 
establishment of a Chair in Gerontology. Activities of the Chair were initiated during the 
1986-87 academic year. The establishment of the Chair in Gerontology has created a centre 
for research, teaching, community development, and human relations in the field of aging. 
Workshops, visiting lecturers, and seminars on various aspects of aging are made available 
to groups who serve the elderly, including the staff of senior citizens’ and nursing homes, 
social workers, families of seniors, nurses, and volunteers. An attempt is made to provide 
programs that directly involve older persons.

Chair in Native Studies
The Chair in Native Studies was established in 1984 as a result of St. Thomas University’s 
long-standing interest in the educational needs of Native students, and its relationship with 
the First Nations communities of New Brunswick. The Chair is supported by an endowment 
trust fund which was created by an agreement between the Government of Canada, The 
Union of New Brunswick Indians, and St. Thomas University.  The Chair in Native Stud-
ies supports the interdisciplinary program in Native studies that is offered at St. Thomas 
University. An important goal of the Chair is to promote the survival of Native peoples and 
cultures. To this end, the Chair serves both to make university resources available to Ab-
original communities and to promote understanding of Native issues in the larger society. 
Since the Chair was established in 1984, it has undertaken research and publication in the 
areas of Native languages, education, history, and treaty and Aboriginal rights. Under the 
auspices of the Chair, a Native language immersion teaching certificate program, the first in 
the country, has been established at St. Thomas University, along with an active program of 
research and publication of materials in the Mi’kmaq and Maliseet languages.
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