








238 S T .  T H O M A S  U N I V E R S I T Y

HIST-3473. Frontiers in World History
This course examines how societies have imagined, represented, and interacted around so-
called “frontiers” in world history. It explores places where trade, migration, conquest, and 
other cultural exchanges have had a profound impact on societies and even produced new 
cultural configurations. No prerequisites.

HIST-3503. Social Movements That Have Changed the Modern World
This course examines social movements of the post World War II period, such as struggles 
of national liberation, movements against racism, militarism, and the proliferation of nu-
clear weapons, the emergence of a youth counter-culture, struggles for women’s rights, in-
digenous people’s rights, grassroots democracy, on behalf of the poor and disempowered, 
in defence of the environment, and against neo-liberal globalization. The course considers 
the historical roots of various movements as well as the context of their emergence, their 
scope, the continuities and discontinuities among them, and their impact on today’s world.

HIST-3563. History of Western Feminism
This course will examine the development of “feminism” and movements for women’s 
rights and/or liberation in western countries from the 19th century to the present. The 
course will compare feminism in the United States with movements in Canada, Britain, and 
western continental Europe, and will question why feminism has taken on different charac-
teristics in different nations and regions, and among different races and classes. Students 
who have taken HIST 3566 are excluded from this course. 

HIST-3643. Race and Racism in Modern History 
Differences in skin color and physical characteristics took on a new significance in modern 
times. The newly invented concept of race classified human beings into several distinct 
categories with corresponding intellectual and behavioral traits. Race and Racism in 
Modern History studies the evolution of race thinking during the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries, as well as the extent to which such thoughts have since shaped the trajectory of 
world history.

HIST-3763. Modern Sport in World History 
This discussion-based course explores the global impact of modern sport from c. 1850 to 
the present. It focuses upon the diffusion of sports such as soccer, cricket, and baseball and 
the manner in which such sports were resisted or appropriated by communities throughout 
the world. The course examines the political, social, and cultural significance of modern 
sport rather than the intricate details of individual athletes or teams. Prerequisite: At least 
9 credit hours in History courses at STU or permission of the instructor.

HIST-3783. Film and History 
Explores the relationship between film and history, paying close attention to film as an 
historical artifact and film as a means of historical interpretation. In studying films pro-
duced primarily in North America, Latin America, and Europe, students in this course will be 
asked to develop a vocabulary of film, and to try to analyse the meaning and significance of 
film, both as artifact and interpretation. Writing will require that students make their own 
arguments about how we should understand the complicated relationship between visual 
media and history.

HIST-3863. Modern Tourism in World History 
This discussion-based course examines the global impact of tourism from c. 1850 to the 
present. Sample topics include imperialism and travel narratives, the age of the Grand Tour, 
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field, some of the main scholars who have written world histories, and the conceptualiza-
tions which have informed their writing. Prerequisite: HIST 1006.

HIST-4826. Popular Culture and Postcolonial Legacies in Canada, Australia 
and New Zealand
This seminar discussion course examines the tensions at play in Canada, Australia and New 
Zealand in the post-World War II era as these settler societies attempted to navigate the 
awkward cultural tensions that arose in light of the demise of the British Empire. Through 
a comparative approach we will examine the ways in which expressions of national identity 
were manufactured and contested as competing interests sought to redefine membership 
in these national communities. Prerequisite: Permission of the instructor.

HIST-4866. Tourism in History
This seminar course examines the history of some of today’s most popular tourism destina-
tions. It explores the cultural, political, social, economic and environmental dynamics of 
tourism by assessing tourists’ motivations, tourism promoters’ aims, and the impact of 
tourism on local communities. Prerequisite: Permission of the instructor.

HIST-4903.  Independent Study
With the approval of the Department, students (normally Honours candidates) may under-
take a one-semester course of independent study. Such a course is to be undertaken under 
the direction of a member of the History Department and must result in at least one schol-
arly paper. Application to take an independent study course must be made to the Director 
of Honours. The application must include a written proposal indicating the reason for doing 
an independent study, as well as a description of the specific area of interest, a statement 
of research topic, and a preliminary bibliography. In order to complete their degree require-
ments, students may request that an independent study be considered as an alternative to 
an Honours seminar.

HIST-4946. Genocide in World History
Genocide is a modern concept, but its practice is ancient. From the extinction of the Neander-
thals to the sacking of Carthage to the colonial settlements in the New World, Homo Sapiens 
have engaged in exterminatory violence. In the twentieth century, the many one-sided killings 
make it self-evident that annihilationist mindsets have yet to disappear. Genocide in World 
History, a full-year course, studies such mass atrocities by exploring the various factors behind 
human intolerance, among them religious, racial, ethnic, national, economic, and environmen-
tal. Format: weekly group presentation on readings followed by class discussion. Students who 
have taken world history courses, including HIST- 3943 Genocide in Twentieth-Century World 
History, are particularly encouraged.

Regions (Africa)
HIST-2113. Famine and War in the Horn of Africa
This is a course on the history of Northeast Africa, with a focus on Ethiopia, the most 
populous country in the region. Northeastern Africa, commonly known as the Horn of Africa, 
consists of Somalia, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, and Sudan. Designed with history and non-
history Majors in mind, the course will explore major landmark events in the history of this 
region from antiquity to the present.

HIST-2133.  Precolonial Africa
Precolonial Africa explores the history of Africa up to the nineteenth century. Topics covered 
include Africa’s place in hominid evolution, Africa’s contribution to the Neolithic revolution, 
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events and occurrences, and to try and find coherence in distance, contemporaneous events.

HIST-2613. Latin America: Colonial Period
This course surveys three centuries of Latin American history from first contacts between 
the Spanish and Native American civilizations to Latin American revolutions for Indepen-
dence. Major themes include various types of relations between the founding peoples and 
the development of colonial social, political, economic, and religious institutions.

HIST-2623. Latin America: Modern Period
This course surveys the history of Latin America from post-Independence to the recent 
past. Major themes include the struggles of early nationhood, modernization, imperialism, 
twentieth-century social change, and social revolutions.

HIST-3613. Gender and Power in Latin American History
Why did the Cuban revolution set out to create a ‘new man’? How did Eva Perón become 
the world’s most powerful first lady? Why have women led most human rights movements 
in Latin America? These are some of the questions to be explored in this course which 
examines historical relationships between men and women and ideas about masculinity 
and femininity in Latin America.

HIST-3773. Urban North America
Addresses developments within and among North American cities and explores changes 
in the conception of cities in North American thought and culture. We will study the lives 
of urban dwellers and chart shifts in the way people organized their lives in cities. Major 
themes for this course include the changing physical structure and form of cities over time, 
processes of urbanization and suburbanization, city planing and reform movements, the 
economics of cities, urban institutions, urban populations, and city politics. In our investi-
gation of Urban North America, we will ask: does the border make a difference? 

HIST-3823. History of Here: From the Pleistocene to The Present 
This course examines the history of the Gulf of St. Lawrence region, broadly conceived, 
from 15,000 BCE to the present. It considers the ways that people have organized their lives 
in this region, in global contexts, and the consequences of the choices they have made.

HIST-4606. Twentieth-Century Latin America (Honours Seminar)
A study of political and social developments in Latin American republics during this century. 
Topics to be discussed will include the social revolutions and political leaders of this part of 
the Third World.

Regions (Asia)
HIST-2173. Modern Asia
This course surveys the history of Asia from c. 1500 to the present, though it may focus on 
one part of Asia (East Asia, South Asia, Southeast Asia, etc.) more than another. It examines 
the richness and complexity of Asian societies and Asian engagement in the making of the 
modern world.

HIST-3123. Student Movements in East Asia
This course will delve into the world of the student movements in Korea, Japan and China 
during the twentieth century, examining the social, economic and political environment in 
which student rebellion flourished, and how it affected student dissidence. It will address 
the key issues student activists struggled with, such as democracy, nationalism, colonial-
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Renaissance. The course will study the racial, class, gender, and cultural politics of the era, 
with much time devoted to studying artifacts of the Renaissance. 

HIST-3873. Immigrants in Canada 1870 to Present 
This course examines the position of immigrants in Canadian society from the arrival of the 
railway workers after Confederation to the present. The conditions that led immigrants to 
leave their homeland and the economic and social policies that led to their arrival in Canada 






